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SOCIOLOGY 4511

FALL 2005

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology of Disability: Soc 4511

Dr. Sharon-dale Stone






                Fall 2005

Office:  RB2038




                           Mon & Wed, 2:30-4:00

Phone:  343-8530


                  email: sharondale.stone@lakeheadu.ca
Course Description:

This course introduces students to the field of disability studies, a field which problematizes the definition of disability and argues that disability is socially constructed.  With particular attention to disability throughout the life course, we will examine the medical and social models of disability and the ways in which they have an impact on perceptions of disabled people.  As well, we will examine the significance of the experience of disability, looking in particular at how and why experience varies, and we will consider how that experience informs individual consciousness.

This upper-level course is organized as a combination of lecture and seminar, with more emphasis on seminar discussion than on lectures.  In keeping with the advanced nature of the course, students are expected to actively participate in discussing issues raised in readings.

Required Texts

1. Priestley, Mark (2003). Disability: A Life Course Approach. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.

2. Stone, Sharon-dale (2005).  Sociology 4511 Readings Package, Fall 2005.

3. EITHER:

Enns, Ruth (1999). A Voice Unheard: The Latimer Case and People with Disabilities. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing. 

OR:

Mairs, Nancy (1996). Waist-High in the World: A Life Among the Nondisabled.  Boston: Beacon Press.

Recommended (not required):

A Profile of Disability in Canada, 2001. Ottawa: Statistics Canada. Available on the internet at <http://www.statcan.ca/cgi-bin/downpub/listpub.cgi?catno=89-577-XIE2001001>.

Susan Wendell (1996). The Rejected Body. NY: Routledge.

Evaluation (for details, see Assignments section of outline):

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Weight

	Comment Papers (4)*
	Variable
	40%

	Book Review
	Nov. 16
	20%

	Final take-home exam
	Dec. 12
	20%

	Seminar participation
	Each class
	20%


Schedule of Weekly Topics and Readings
1. Sept. 12-14: Introduction:  The significance of disability.

· Simi Linton, “Reassigning Meaning” Readings Package #1

· Irving Zola, “Disability Statistics, What We Count and What it Tells Us” Readings Package #2

2. Sept. 19-21:  Definitions of disability.

· Lennard J. Davis, “Constructing Normalcy,” Readings Package #3

· Sally French and John Swain, “The Relationship between Disabled People and Health and Welfare Professionals” Readings Package #4

Recommended:

· Susan Wendell, The Rejected Body, Ch 1, “Who Is Disabled?” pp 11-34 and Ch 3, “Disability as Difference” pp 57-84

3. Sept. 26-28:  The social construction of disability.

· Mark Priestley, Introduction and Ch. 1 of Disability: A Life Course Approach
· Liz Crow, “Including All of our Lives” Available on the internet at: <http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/book1.htm>

Recommended:

· Colin Barnes, Geoff Mercer and Tom Shakespeare, “Enter Disability Theory” Readings Package #5

· Susan Wendell, The Rejected Body, Ch 2, “The Social Construction of Disability” pp 35-56

4. Oct. 3-5: Attitudes as disabling.

· Sally French, “What’s so great about independence?” Readings Package #6

· Sally French, “Can you see the rainbow? The roots of denial” Readings Package #7

· Robert Murphy, “Encounters: The Body Silent in America” Readings Package #8

· Cynthia Anne Tighe, ‘Working at Disability: A Qualitative Study Of The Meaning Of Health And Disability For Women With Physical Impairments.’ Disability & Society 16 (4): 511–529 [2001] Available from Lakehead University Library List of Electronic Journals

Recommended:

· Marjorie Olney & Karin Brockelman, “Out of the Disability Closet: Strategic Use Of Perception Management By Select University Students With Disabilities.” Disability & Society 18 (1): 35–50 [2003] Available from Lakehead University Library List of Electronic Journals
5. Oct. 10-12: The built environment as disabling.
· October 10:  Thanksgiving Holiday

· Brendan Gleeson, “Can technology overcome the disabling city?” Readings Package #9

· Rob Imrie, “Oppression, Disability and Access in the Built Environment” Readings Package #10
Recommended:

· Isabel Dyck, “Body troubles: women, the workplace and negotiations of a disabled identity” Readings Package #11

6. Oct. 17-19: Issues in Bioethics and Human Rights.

· Adrienne Asch, “Disability, Bioethics and Human Rights” Readings Package #12

· Mark Priestley, Ch. 2 of Disability: A Life Course Approach
Recommended:

· Wendell, The Rejected Body, Ch 5, “The Cognitive and Social Authority of Medicine pp 117-38

7. Oct. 24-26:  Disabled Youth.

· Mark Priestley, Ch. 4 of Disability: A Life Course Approach [attitudes, relationships, body ideals, sexuality, friendships, training

· Karin Barron, “The Bumpy Road to Womanhood.” Disability & Society 12 (2): 223-239 [1997] Available from Lakehead University Library List of Electronic Journals

8. Oct. 31-Nov. 2: Relationships.

· Berenice Fisher & Roberta Galler, “Friendship and Fairness: How Disability Affects Friendship Between Women” Readings Package #13

· Allison Rowlands, “Acquired Disability in Young Adulthood” Readings Package #14

· Tom Shakespeare, “Power and Prejudice: Issues of Gender, Sexuality and Disability” Readings Package #15

9. Nov. 7-9: Disability and Conceptions of Adulthood.

· Mark Priestley, Ch. 5 of Disability: A Life Course Approach [autonomy and independence; parenthood; employment]

· Solveig M. Reindal, “Independence, Dependence, Interdependence: Some Reflections On The Subject And Personal Autonomy.” Disability & Society 14 (3): 353-367(15 pp) [1999] Available from Lakehead University Library List of Electronic Journals

10. Nov. 14-16:  Barriers to Employment.

· Gail Fawcett, Living with Disability in Canada: An Economic Portrait, Ch 2 Discussion (pp 64-70), Ch 3 Discussion (pp 106-111), Ch 4 “Out of the Labour Force” (pp 113-28), and Ch 7 “Final Notes” (pp 179-82).  Available in pdf at:<http://www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/hrib/sdd-dds/odi/documents/pdfs/0-living_e.pdf> or in text at: < http://www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/hrib/sdd-dds/odi/documents/living_with_disability/toc.shtml>

Book Review due Nov. 16
11. Nov. 21-23:  Disability and Old Age.

· Mark Priestley, Ch. 6 of Disability: A Life Course Approach
· Gerry Zarb, “The Dual Experience of Ageing with a Disability” Readings Package #16
12. Nov. 28-30:  Claiming a disabled identity.

· John Swain and Colin Cameron, “Unless otherwise stated” Readings Package #17

· Carol Thomas “Narrative identity and the disabled self” Readings Package #18

· Nick Watson, “Well, I Know this is Going to Sound Very Strange to You, but I Don’t See Myself as a Disabled Person.” Disability & Society 17 (5): 509–527. [2002] Available from Lakehead University Library List of Electronic Journals

13. Dec. 1:  The Independent Living Movement and disability rights.

· Course wrap-up and discussion of take-home exam

ASSIGNMENTS

Class Participation (20%)

Attendance in class and participation in class discussions is an important component of this course, and is a way for you to demonstrate your understanding of issues raised in the readings.  Students are expected to contribute to every class discussion.  Thus, you need to read and think about the required readings so that you will be prepared to critically discuss them in class.  You are also encouraged to show in class that you have read and considered the recommended readings, and are able to critically comment on them.

To facilitate your progress in this course, it is highly recommended that you form study partnerships among yourselves, make notes about the readings and then meet with your partner(s) outside of class to discuss them.  You will not earn class participation marks by simply talking in class.  Your class participation mark will reflect the degree of thoughtful and critical reflection shown by you as you engage with course material.

Comment Papers (40%)

You are required to write 4 comments papers (1 1/2 – 3 pp. ea.) each to critically comment on required readings for one week.  Each comment paper is worth 10%.   You are also encouraged (but not required) to incorporate comments on the recommended readings for the week.  You may comment on any week’s readings except the 1st and last, but in all cases the papers will be due at the beginning of the Monday class during which we discuss the readings.

In your comment papers, you must:

· give full bibliographic information on the readings at the top of the 1st page
· identify ways in which the readings relate to each other, and how they support or contradict each other
· evaluate the usefulness of each reading for adding to an understanding of the subject of disability and justify your evaluation with specific examples

Critical Book Review (20%)

The goal of this assignment is not to summarize what the book says, but to:

· identify the author’s central purpose in writing the book and analyze the significance of the book in terms of how it adds to an understanding of the subject of disability

· identify and analyze the significance of important arguments made in the book

· evaluate the extent to which the author succeeded in fulfilling her purpose for writing the book

· evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the book with regard to how it adds to an understanding of the subject of disability

You need to also address the following points in your review:

· does the author make her own perspective clear and does this add or detract from the value of the book?

· what is your own relationship to the subject of the book and how does this affect your understanding of the book?

· what in particular is valuable about the book?

· would you recommend the book to someone who wants to understand the subject of disability?  Why or why not?

In writing this review, it is at all times crucial that you justify your analysis.  Whether you criticize or commend the author, you need to say why you do so and you need to give evidence to support what you say.

It is not necessary to do additional research for this assignment, but you might find it useful to consult the following internet resources:

“Writer’s Handbook”: <http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/CriNonfiction.html>;

“Writing Book Reviews”: <http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/bookreview.html>;

“How to Write a Book Review”: <http://www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu/LCC/HIS/review.html>.
	Guidelines For All Written Work

· work must be typed & double-spaced (with margins at least 1” on all sides)

· do not use a font size that is unusually small or unusually large (Times New Roman 12 or Arial 11 are preferred fonts and sizes)

· do NOT include a cover page, but write your name at the top of the first page

· number your pages

· write in essay form, not point form

· pay close attention to length requirements

· do not place your work inside a folder

· do not staple your pages together but use a paper-clip

· hand in your work on time!  Late reviews will be penalized at a rate of 5% per day (including weekends)


Bibliographic information for readings taken from books

Barnes, Colin, Geof Mercer and Tom Shakespeare. 1999.  Exploring Disability: A Sociological Introduction (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press)

Barton, Len (ed.). 1996. Disability & Society: Emerging Issues and Insights (London: Longman)

Butler, Ruth and Hester Parr (eds.). 1999.  Mind and Body Spaces: Geographies of Illness, Impairment and Disability (NY: Routledge)

Corker, Mairian and Sally French (eds.). 1999.  Disability Discourse (Buckingham, UK: Open University Press)

Davis, Lennard J. (ed.). 1997. The Disability Studies Reader (NY: Routledge)

Fine, Michelle and Adrienne Asch (eds.). 1988. Women With Disabilities: Essays in Psychology, Culture, and Politics (Philadelphia: Temple University Press)

Ingstad, Benedicte and Susan Reynolds Whyte (eds.). 1995.  Disability and Culture (Berkeley: University of California Press)

Mercer, Geof and Colin Barnes (eds.). 1996. Exploring the Divide: Illness and Disability (Leeds: The Disability Press)

Morris, Jenny (ed.). 1996. Encounters with Strangers: Feminism and Disability (London: The Women’s Press)

Shakespeare, Tom (ed.). 1998. The Disability Reader: Social Science Perspectives (London: Cassell) 

Swain, John, Vic Finkelstein, Sally French and Mike Oliver (eds.). 1993. Disabling Barriers – Enabling Environments (London: Sage)
